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Dear Secretary Johanns: Heve are my responses Lo most of the advertised questions,
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satisfy the domestic market;. Eliminate the subsidy. systems and require other nations, tlumnghth:Wl"O to climinate”

their subsidy systems. Mm.mchummbmgommmmmmdqmmusorahnﬂ'eqwm

amount o the subsidies, could be imposed on impotts thet seek to unfairdy compete with domestic production. The )
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devoted to restoring this nation’s wildlife. el ?

“How should farm policy be desigrted to effectively and fairly distribute asxistance o prodatcers?”

Ag sobsidy syslerns are oint of control, subsidies in all fomms, inchuding “assistance” should be eliminated. Ag
producers overproduce numerous commodities, The commeodities that are most heavily subsidized are: the most aver-
produced, cspesially beef, Elmmlclhesuhs.uhcamdlelpwduehundilmush!uwhltlhemukclwiﬂbw_'_' T

“How can farm policy best achicve conservation end cnvironmental goals?™

The best way to achieve conservation is to heve a bot less agriculture. The simple way to do thal is to eliminale
the vast subsidy systems that pay farmers and mhchers to farm and ranch on unproductive tand or in inappropriate
places and climales, (o raise the wrong crops 1ing wrong farming practices in order 1o collect subsidized crop insusance,
to ranch vast sipetches of public land to prodnce unmeeded cattle and sheep at public expense and at great cost 1o wild-
life, to ranch designated wildemess arces, to firm and anch national wildlife refuges, 1o fanm and ranch in ereas that
require ag producers lo monopolize the lion's share of available water in the western U S. (aided by more subsidies from
the Bureau of Reclamabon and Astey Corps of Engineers) causing widespread water poliution and dewatering of
streams and rivers, 1o fann and ranch to produce commodities that are slready oversupplied in the market, of to not farm
oz ranch at all (oz to pretend that they‘re not) under the guise of conserving “open space™ or “wildlife habitat™in the
easily abused CRP subsidy and other types of recently enacied “conservation™ subsidy programs like the Wetlands
Reserve and Grasslands Reserve subsidy programs. Billions of dollars a year are wasted on unnecessary agricuiture
doing great hamm to the nation”s wildlife,
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Rural arens might prospes by the elimination of unproductive agricutiure that's been propped up by subsidies.
Agriculture monopolizes resources (watcr, land, and increasingly the public treasury — state, county, and municipal
subsidies in addition to federe! subsidies) while producing very littie (at least that's the.case in western rural areas;
exception: iumigaled ereas produce more, bur at even greater expense due to the nead for a vast imgation infrastnicture
requiring mcre subsidics md causing more environmental demage). Agriculture supplies only a few low-paying jobe
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while it degrades the gvironment, w}whhmuomumMsanddmmdmjwothum!ﬂmnde,who
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do, stich us laws thiat forbid various types of pollution, For instance, ag producers aic rouunely allowed 1o polhule the'sir
with smoke, pesticides, and herhicides under state “cght-to-farm’” Inws. These Iaws harr the snvironment and negative-
ly impact non-farm residents, the majofity of us. Federal am programs could attempt to override destructive state laws
that unfairfly favor eg producers 1o the detriment of everyone else. Pree parmits to poliute add very little to the produc.
tion of already overproduced commadities; it would not be missed. Free permits 1o poflute are mostly a convenience to
a politizally powcrful mlmnty. i (et '!'f!.‘dﬂ!.'a.
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